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TAGS: TBIO, JA 

SUBJECT: MARUYAMA CANCER VACCINE 

REE: (A) STATE 103521, (B) TOKYO 5374, (C) STATE 69856 

1. EMBOEF DELIVERED LETTER CONTAINING SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL 
(A) TO DRS. MARUYAMA AND EUJITA (MARUYAMA’S CO-AUTHOR) ON 
MAY 22. MARUYAMA EXPRESSED APPRECIATION THAT HIS VACCINE 
CAN NOW ENTER US FOR INVESTIGATIONAL PURPOSES. EMBOFF 
EMPHASIZED LIMITED NATURE OF FDA APPROVAL AND FACT THAT 
EMBASSY CANNOT ACT AS INTERMEDIARY. EMBOEF REQUESTED THAT 
FORM LETTER CITED PARA 4, REFTEL (A), NOT BE SENT TO US 
CITIZENS. 

2. DR. FUJITA COMMENTED THAT IMMUNOTHERAPEUTIC APPROACH 

FOR TREATEMENT OF CANCER HAS WON INCREASING ACCEPTANCE, EVEN 
AMONG JAPANESE MEDICAL PROFESSION, SINCE ELEVENTH 
INTERNATIONAL CANCER CONGRESS IN ITALY IN OCTOBER 1974, 

WHICH MARUYAMA AND FUJITA ATTENDED. HOWEVER, WHEN 
EMBOFF ASKED ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR APPROVAL BY GOJ 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND WELFARE (MHW) AND FOR COMMERCIAL 
PRODUCTION OF VACCINE, DR. FUJITA GAVE NO SPECIFICS, 

CITING ONLY LENGTHY MHW CLEARANCE PROCESS AND NEED FOR 
"COOPERATION" FROM JAPANESE PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES 
TO ACHIEVE COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION. FUJITA, WHO ACTED 
AS MARUYAMA'S SPOKSMAN THROUGHOUT INTERVIEW, 
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UNINTERESTED IN WORKING TO MAKE HIS VACCINE COMMER- 
CIALLY AVAILABLE. FUJITA DID NOT CHALLENGE EMBOEF'S 
SURMISE THAT TO MAKE VACCINE COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE 
MIGHT TAKE THREE OR FOUR YEARS. 

3. EMBASSY'S LETTER REQUESTS MARUYAMA TO REPLY DIRECTLY 
TO FDA IND STAFF WITH REQUESTED DETAILS ON MANUFACTURE OE 
VACCINE. 

4. EMBASSY WILL ADVISE IF MHW APPROVES MARUYAMAJS 
VACCINE. 

HODGSON 
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